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Abstrak 

Tujuan penelitian yang ingin dicapai dari artikel ini adalah untuk menjelaskan pentingnya penguatan pendidikan 

karakter di sekolah dasar melalui pembelajaran umum, dalam hal ini pendidikan Matematika. Pendekatan 

penelitian menggunakan penelitian kepustakaan (library research) dengan metode analisis isi. Adapun langkah-

langkah penelitian kepustakaan yang akan dilakukan dalam penelitian ini, meliputi; menyiapkan alat 

perlengkapan, menyusun bibliografi kerja, mengatur waktu dan membaca dan membuat catatan penelitian. 

Dalam penelitian ini, sumber data yang diperoleh dari literatur-literatur yang relevan seperti buku, jurnal atau 

artikel ilmiah yang terkait dengan topik yang dipilih Pengumpulan data dilakukan dengan mengumpulkan 

referensi terkait, baik secara manual maupun digital. Setelah data terkumpul, dilakukan display, reduksi dan 

konstruksi sehingga muncul konsep baru yang utuh dan kekinian. Penelitian ini menghasilkan perlunya 

penguatan pendidikan karakter religius melalui pendidikan Matematika di sekolah dasar. Penguatan pendidikan 

karakter religius dalam pembelajaran matematika di sekolah dasar dapat dilihat melalui integrasi materi 

pembelajaran. 

  

Kata kunci: Pendidikan Karakter, Religius, Matematika, Sekolah Dasar. 

 

Abstract 

The research objective of this article is to explain the importance of strengthening character education in 

elementary schools through general learning, in this case, mathematics education. The research approach uses 

library research with a content analysis method. The steps of library research that will be carried out in this 

study include preparing equipment, compiling a working bibliography, organizing time, and reading and making 

research notes. In this study, data sources were obtained from relevant literature, such as books, journals, or 

scientific articles related to the chosen topic. Data collection was carried out by collecting related references, 

both manually and digitally. After the data is collected, display, reduction, and construction are carried out so 

that a new concept emerges that is intact and current. This research results in the need to strengthen religious 

character education through mathematics education in elementary schools. Strengthening religious character 

education in mathematics learning in elementary schools can be seen through the integration of learning 

materials. 
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1. Introduction 

 Strengthening character education in children, starting in elementary school, has a strong 

impact on their development. Experts agree that strengthening character education has a positive 

effect on the character development and academic success of learners  (Umar et al., 2021;Fadhilah et 

al., 2023). Character education is important as part of the objectives of national education as stated in 

Undang-Undang No. 20 of 2003 concerning the National Education System in Article 3, which 

explains that national education has a function to develop abilities and shape the character and 

differences of a dignified nation to educate the nation's life and aims to develop the potential of 

students to become human beings who have faith and devotion to God Almighty, have noble 

character, are healthy, knowledgeable, capable, creative, independent, and become democratic and 

responsible citizens (Fadhilah et al., 2023; Purwanto et al., 2023;Rosadi & Sitika, 2021). 

In previous research on the formation of students' religious character, it can be carried out by 

repeated and very long exemplary actions to form a religious character. (Collyer-Sáez et al., 

2023;Santoso et al., 2024) Principals, teachers, parents, and communities play a role in the formation 

process (Achsin et al., 2021;Atmojo, 2022;Santoso et al., 2019). So that the application of character 

education cannot run optimally if it only involves teachers. So it needs cooperation between various 

parties so that the application of character education can run smoothly. 

Character education in learning is obtained through the distribution of subjects. Both religious 

education and general education. Including mathematics learning (Collyer-Sáez et al., 2023;Wardi et 

al., 2023) Mathematics education plays a role in the implementation of character education. However, 

the implementation of general education in character education is still very limited (Rosadi & Sitika, 

2021; Fadhilah et al., 2023).  

Technical mathematics education in elementary schools emphasizes the delivery of content or 

subject matter and algorithms to solve problems rather than providing situations that emphasize 

mastery of problem-solving skills by getting used to giving non-routine problems that require students 

to think using pre-existing knowledge related to the problems they face, which ultimately leads 

students to find strategies to solve these problems. 

Character education is an effort to build character. Elmubarok states that character building is 

the process of carving or sculpting the soul in such a way that it is unique, interesting, and different or 

distinguishable from other people (Muzakki & Santoso, 2023;Santoso, 2020). Just as a letter in 

alphabetical order is never the same from one to another, so people of character can be distinguished 

from one another. 

Mathematics is a very important science and must be taught in elementary school, because 

elementary school is the pillar of the success of learning mathematics at the next level (Santoso et al., 

-2023;Santoso et al., 2021).  The need for mathematics to be given to all students is to play a role as a 

basis in development to equip students with various sciences and technology so that, by learning 

mathematics, students will know various important knowledge for their future lives. 

This study aims to examine in more depth the strengthening of religious character education 

through mathematics education in elementary schools. So that the results of the findings of this study 

can be used as one of the main references for educators at the elementary school level in carrying out 

their main duties as educators. 

 

2. Methods 

The research approach uses library research. Library studies are related to theoretical studies, 

and several references will not be separated from scientific literature. The steps of library research 

that will be carried out in this study include: 1) preparing equipment; 2) compiling a working 

bibliography; 3) organizing time; and 4) reading and making research notes. In this study, data 

sources were obtained from relevant literature, such as books, journals, or scientific articles related to 
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the chosen topic. The data collection technique used in this library research is to find data about things 

or variables in the form of notes, books, papers, articles, journals, and so on. The research instruments 

used by researchers are a check list of classifications of research materials based on the focus of the 

study, writing schemes and maps, and research note formats. 

The data analysis technique used in this literature research is the content analysis method. To 

maintain the permanence of the review process and prevent and overcome misinformation (human 

misunderstanding that can occur due to the lack of knowledge of the researcher or the lack of 

literature writers), interlibrary loan and re-reading of literature were carried out. This research report 

is organized on the principles of simplicity and convenience. This principle was chosen due to the 

limited ability of the researcher, who has not been able to conduct an in-depth and more detailed 

literature review.  (Muslimah & Karimah, 2024;Rasid et al., 2021). 

 

3. Results and Discussion 

National development priorities as outlined in the National Long-Term Development Plan 

(RPJP) for 2005-2025 (Undang-Undang No. 17 of 2007) include realizing a society that is noble, 

moral, ethical, cultured, and civilized based on the philosophy of Pancasila". One of the efforts to 

realize this is by strengthening the nation's identity and character through education. This effort aims 

to shape and build Indonesian people who are devoted to God Almighty, obey the rule of law, 

maintain internal and inter-religious harmony, carry out intercultural interactions, develop social 

capital, apply the noble values of the nation's culture, and have pride in being Indonesian in order to 

strengthen the spiritual, moral and ethical foundations of national development. 

Character is a combination of morals, ethics, and morals. Morality focuses more on the 

quality of human actions, actions, or behavior, or whether the action can be said to be good or bad, 

right or wrong. On the other hand, ethics provides an assessment of good and bad based on the norms 

that apply in a particular society, while morals emphasize that, in essence, the human being has an 

embedded belief in which both (good and bad) exist. Therefore, character education is interpreted as 

value education, character education, moral education, and character education, which aim to develop 

the ability of students to make good and bad decisions, maintain what is good, and realize goodness in 

everyday life wholeheartedly. Character education is not included in the learning content but is 

integrated into all subjects at every level of general education (Elisa et al., 2024;Rindiani et al., 2024). 

The application of character values can be done through habituation for students. From the 

familiarization process comes high awareness, understanding, care, and commitment to implementing 

daily goodness. 

According to Maragustam, there are six general character-building strategies that require a 

stimulating and continuous process. The character-building strategies are: habitusation (habituation) 

and acculturation; teaching good things (moral knowing); feeling and loving the good (feeling and 

loving the good); good actions (moral acting); exemplary behavior from the surrounding environment 

(moral modeling); and repentance. Meanwhile, in the application of character education, there are 

three components that become the core, namely knowledge about morals (moral feeling), feelings 

about morals (moral knowing), and moral actions (moral action) (Rindiani et al., 2024). 

The government, through the Nawacita program, has refined the above programs with the 

guidelines for Strengthening Character Education  (Santoso et al., 2021;Santoso & Marlan, 2019). 

This program is at the forefront of educational institutions in strengthening the character of students 

through the harmonization of the heart (ethics), taste (aesthetics), mind (literacy), and sports 

(kinesthetics), with coordination involving the public, schools, families, and communities. From this 

harmonization, five values emerge in the PKK: religion, nationalism, independence, mutual 

cooperation, and integrity (Muslimah & Karimah, 2024). 
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Religious character is an attitude inherent in a person that shows identity, characteristics, 

compliance, or Islamic messages. (Faizah & Kamal, 2024). In their behavior, someone who has a 

religious attitude always shows firmness in their beliefs, compliance in terms of worship, and 

maintaining good relations with people and the environment. Thus, it can be said that the 

characteristics of people who have a religious character can be seen in the way they think and act 

based on Islamic values. One of the integrations of subjects with religious characters is mathematics 

learning. This can be done with the learning material. An example of number line material. 

 
In the concept of number line learning material, If the direction is to the left, then the whole 

number is negative; otherwise, if to the right, it is positive. Religious character can be integrated in 

such a way that doing wrong is negative and doing good is positive. So that the more you do good, 

Allah swt will raise human degrees. 

 According to Supinah, learning mathematics can shape students to have cultural values and 

national character as follows: (a) logical thinking, critical hard work, curiosity, independence, and 

confidence, which are the main characteristics of mathematics education. (b) the main character, 

consisting of religious, honest, intelligent, resilient, caring, and democratic characters. Other values 

developed in learning mathematics are thoroughness, diligence, curiosity, and perseverance (Faizah & 

Kamal, 2024;Muzakki & Santoso, 2023). 

 

4. Conclusions and Suggestions 

 Based on the results of the presentation of the article above, the author draws conclusions 

from this article, namely: first, the need for integration of strengthening character education in 

learning as the front guard in the character education of students at school, both in learning and 

extracurricular activities. Second, the integration of education needs to be integrated into general 

subjects such as mathematics learning. The integration can be done according to the learning material. 

The results of the integration of strengthening character education with mathematics subjects can 

produce students whose character is formed for the better through mathematics concepts. 

 For educators in general, in learning, they should pay attention to the material presented with 

strengthening character education (PPK), be it religious subjects or general subjects such as 

mathematics. Because character education in basic education has a role as the front guard of character 

education, we always look forward to criticism and suggestions from readers for the improvement of 

further publications. 
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